
7Great Reasons 
to Attend

✔✔ Join with others to meet the 
challenge of feeding 9 billion 
people safely, securely, and 
sustainably.

✔✔ Network with North America’s 
agricultural safety and 
agribusiness leaders – all in 
one place.

✔✔ Gain access to evidence-based 
best practices and programs 
for agricultural workers.

✔✔ Understand the global view 
– food production, worker 
safety, consumer expectations, 
corporate social responsibility 
and international trade 
implications. 

✔✔ Guide future strategies to 
enhance education and training 
of agricultural risk managers, 
farm safety professionals and 
front-line supervisors. 

✔✔ Identify interventions 
that protect vulnerable 
populations including 
immigrant workers, young 
workers and non-working 
children. 

✔✔ Gain practical ideas for 
mobilizing knowledge – 
getting the right information to 
the right people to do the right 
thing at the right time.  

Embassy Suites by Hilton Resort

Scottsdale, Arizona
February 21–23, 2018

Full agenda and registration information

ashca.org/2018-safety-summit

 Get ready for an agricultural safety and health meeting 
unlike any other! The 2018 North American Agricultural Safety 
Summit – February 21–23, 2018 at the Embassy Suites by 
Hilton Resort in Scottsdale, Arizona – will use non-traditional 
sessions to match safety interventions with production 
practices and emerging safety issues.

“Intentionally and systematically building a culture of safety 
in agriculture, from the smallest to the largest producers or 
agriculture related businesses is more than an ethics issue, 
it is also the only way to build profitable and sustainable 
businesses.” —Frank Gasperini, President & CEO, ASHCA 

and CEO, FGasperini Associates, LLC

The Summit, hosted by ASHCA, will build upon sessions 
that bundle global thinking with hands-on learning and 
networking.  These innovative opportunities to interact with 
industry leaders and safety experts will give you valuable 
knowledge on current industry trends and safety concerns.

`` Sponsorship and Exhibitor Opportunities Available!
`` Poster Session – Call for Abstracts Deadline: December 13, 2017
`` Registration open now! Early Bird discount ends January 21, 2018



Wednesday, February 21, 2018
	 12:00p – 4:00p	AS HCA Board Meeting

	 1:00p – 6:00p	 Registration Open / Exhibitor Set Up

	 4:00p – 5:00p 	 General Session: Membership Meeting

	 5:00p – 7:00p	 Welcome Reception & Exhibits

Thursday, February 22, 2018
	 7:30a	 Registration Open

	 7:30a – 6:00p	 Exhibits Open

	 7:30a – 8:00a	 Continental Breakfast & Networking

	 8:00a – 8:30a	 General Session: Welcome
Frank Gasperini • President & CEO, ASHCA

	 8:30a – 9:30a 	 General Session: Keynote Panel
Leading Safety – Challenges, Opportunities and 
Strategies to Raise the Bar

Lourdes Gonzalez • Director of Human Resources, 
Gowan Group
Leon Graves • Chief Operating Officer, St. Albans 
Cooperative Creamery
Joel Sherman • Vice President, Safety & Corporate 
Affairs, Grimmway Enterprises Inc.

	 9:30a – 9:45a 	B reak and Exhibits 

	 9:45a – 11:00a	 Concurrent Sessions 1 
Technology and Unique Approaches to 
Addressing Safety and Health in Agriculture 

Aaron Yoder, PhD • Assistant Professor, University of 
Nebraska Medical Center
Bryan Weichelt, PhD • Project Scientist, National Farm 
Medicine Center, Marshfield Clinic Research Institute
Casper Bendixsen, PhD • Associate Research Scientist, 
National Farm Medicine Center, Marshfield Clinic 
Research Institute

Safety – Leading with Influence
Jose Perez, CSHM, SMS, CET, OHST, CHST • Senior 
Manager, Environmental Health & Safety, The Wonderful 
Company

Human Error and Operational Discipline 

Multi Generations in the Workplace
Sarah Spivey • Senior Organizational Effectiveness 
Consultant, FCC Services

Addressing key safety and health issues on the 
Dairy 

High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health 
and Safety (HICAHS)

	 11:00a – 11:15a	B reak and Exhibits

	 11:15a – 12:30p	 Concurrent Sessions 2 
Dealing with Pay, Leave and Related Issues when 
Disasters Strike

Kara M. Maciel • Chair, Labor • Employment Practice, 
Conn Maciel Carey LLP

Anatomy of an Incident – Case Study
Joel Sherman • Vice President, Safety & Corporate 
Affairs, Grimmway Enterprises Inc

Building Safety Culture: Across State lines and 
Even Borders

Lourdes Gonzalez • Director of Human Resources, 
Gowan Group

Addressing Key Safety and Health Issues on the 
Dairy Part 2

High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health 
and Safety (HICAHS)

	 12:30p – 1:30p	N etworking Lunch / Visit Exhibits

	 1:30p – 2:30p	 General Session

		A  fternoon Keynote
Mark Killian • Director, AZ Department of Agriculture 
(invited)

		  Recognitions & Presentations of Lifetime Achievement 
Awards & Presentation/Recognition for 2017 
AgSHARP™ graduates

	 2:30p – 2:45p	B reak and Exhibits

	 2:45p – 4:00p	 Concurrent Sessions 3
The Opioid Crisis – Impact on Business

Dr. Rupali Das • Senior Vice President, Zenith 
Insurance Company
Kara M Maciel • Chair, Labor Employment Practice, 
Conn Maciel Carrey LLP 

A 2020 Vision for Safeguarding Youth Working in 
Agriculture

Dr. Barbara Lee, PhD  • Senior Research Scientist, 
National Farm Medicine Center & Director of National 
Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and 
Safety, Marshfield Clinic Research Institute
Susan Reynolds • CEO, Progressive Agriculture 
Foundation

Hiring and Onboarding for Safety 
Paul Riley, MBA, CSP • Global Manager, Safety and Loss 
Control, LDS Church

Farm Machinery on Public Roads Standards 
John Fisher • Vice President Technical Affairs/Safety, 
Alamo Group Inc.
Scott Cedarquist • Director of Standards and Tech, 
ASABE

Top Hazards in the Grain & Feed Industry
Jess McCluer • VP, Safety & Regulatory Affairs, National 
Grain & Feed Assn.
Joe Mlynek • Content Creation Expert, Safety Made 
Simple

	 4:00p – 6:00p	 Poster Sessions / Exhibits / Networking Reception

Agenda
This is a tentative agenda, and subject to change. Please see our website for updates: ashca.org/2018-safety-summit



Friday, February 23, 2018
	 7:30a – 8:00a 	 Continental Breakfast and Networking

	 7:30a – 11:00a	 Exhibits open

	 8:00a – 9:15a 	 General Session 

		  Keynote Presentation
Understanding Communication Today

Lani Jordan • Communications Consultant, Lani Jordan 
Strategic Communication

	 9:15a – 9:30a 	B reak and Exhibits

	 9:30a – 10:45a 	 Concurrent Sessions 4
OSHA Priorities for the Trump Administration

Jess McCluer • VP, Safety & Regulatory Affairs, National 
Grain & Feed Assn.
William Krycia MPH, CIH • Senior Safety Engineer, 
Department of Industrial Relations Cal/OSHA

Crisis Communication: Telling the Safety Story
Lani Jordan • Communications Consultant, Lani Jordan 
Strategic Communication

Strategies for Farm Worker Health, Wellness 
and Wellbeing: Positive Impacts for Business 

Hernan Hernandez • Executive Director, California 
Farm Worker Foundation
Amy Liebman • Director, Environmental & Occupational 
Health, Migrant Clinicians Network

Severe Injuries and Fatalities – A Unique 
Challenge

Dan Hair, CSP, MSS • Senior VP, Chief Safety Officer, WCF 
Insurance

	 10:45a – 11:00a 	B reak and Exhibits

	 11:00a – 12:15p 	 Concurrent Sessions 5
Workplace violence – Unique Challenges for Ag

Isabel Bravo • Director of Environmental, Health and 
Safety, Wonderful Citrus Company
Greg Coulter • Labor and Employment Attorney, Littler 
Mendelson, P.C. 
Tina Huff, SPHR, SHRM-SCP • Vice President of Human 
Resources, Duncan Family Farms

Building Support for Ag Health and Safety
William Nelson • William J. Nelson, LLC and ASHCA 
Board Member
Gary Templeman • Development Specialist, Progressive 
Agriculture Foundation
Bill Field • Professor Agricultural & Biological 
Engineering, Purdue University 
Cindy Lengel-Russ • Development Specialist, 
Progressive Agriculture Foundation

Front Line Supervisors: Your Keys to Safety 
Program Implementation

Guadalupe Sandoval • Managing Director, California 
Farm Labor Contractors Association

Safety Alignment and Initiatives Across Borders 
Peter Lundqvist, PhD • Executive Director, The 
Swedish Centre for Agricultural Business Management
Risto Rautiainen, PhD • Professor, College of Public 
Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center
Representative, Canadian Agricultural Safety Association 
(CASA)

	 12:15p – 2:00p 	L unch and	 Closing General Session
Investing in the Next Generation of Safety 
Leaders

Dennis Murphy, PhD, CSP • Principle, Murphy 
Agricultural Safety Consulting, LLC
Frank Gasperini • President, CEO, ASHCA

Who is ASHCA?
The Agricultural Safety and Health Council of 
America™ is a not-for-profit 501c (3) organization 
established to pursue national strategies to create less-
hazardous work environment for American agriculture.  
Founded in 2007, our mission is to proactively address 
ongoing and emerging occupational safety and health 
issues affecting everyone engaged in all facets of U. S. 
agriculture.

ASCHA is a coalition of farms, ranches, producer 
associations, and other related agricultural people, 
organizations, and businesses; joining together 
with safety associations, Federal & State agencies, 
educational institutions, and safety professionals, 
all seeking to improve the health and safety of all 
agricultural workers.

ASHCA’s purpose
•	 See an overall culture of safety as an integral part of 

day to day work in every agricultural enterprise.

•	 Raise the profile of worker safety within every 
agricultural enterprise.

•	 Guide the development of effective delivery systems 
for safety and health information, programming, 
and training to farmers, growers, ranchers, and other 
agricultural businesses and their workers

•	 Influence research priorities to rapidly identify 
real-world best management practices for worker 
safety and health that maximize cost efficiency and 
sustainability.

•	 Pursue effective national strategies to reduce 
disease, injuries and fatalities in all aspects of U.S. 
agriculture.

To join ASHCA, visit:

ashca.org/join/become-a-member

Agenda
This is a tentative agenda, and subject to change. Please see our website for updates: ashca.org/2018-safety-summit



Register for the North American 
Agricultural Safety Summit

Member Rate 
$395

$450 after January 21, 2018

Non-Member Rate 
$495

$550 after January 21, 2018

Student Rate 
$300

$350 after January 21, 2018

See website for full agenda and registration 
information. Sponsorship and exhibitor 

opportunities available.

ashca.org/2018-safety-summit
Registration questions 

Dana Ellis 763-537-6977

Membership  questions 
Frank Gasperini 507-293-1908

PO Box 2506, Leesburg, VA, 20177
571-293-1908

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Scottsdale Resort

Special Rates available!

$209 Single/Double

$224 Triple

$239 Quad

Please call 1-800-362-2779 and refer 
to the 2018 ASHCA Summit to secure 

these rates.  

Deadline to reserve rooms with 
discount: Friday, January 26, 2018.

Hotel reservations

1-800-362-2779


